
SCHC COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 

Employees may have heard that Sullivan County Commissioner Ethel Jar-

vis suffered a stroke at her home in early March. Although Ethel is cur-

rently at SCHC, she remains committed to her role as Commissioner. 

Proof that Ethel won’t let anything get in the way of her duties as clerk of 

the Board of Commissioners: when Dodi Violette visited her in the hospi-

tal, Ethel asked if Dodi had brought any papers for her to sign. We all wish 

Ethel a speedy recovery. In the meantime, cards can be sent to Ethel at 

Sullivan County Health Care, 5 Nursing Home Drive, Unity, NH 03743. 

Happy Spring Everyone!  We 

still have snow on the ground but 

the calendar says it is Spring 

Time!  Even with all of the snow 

storms there were very few atten-

dance issues relating to weather.  

Thank you all for your commit-

ment and dedication to our resi-

dents. 

The Annual Valentines Dessert 

Buffet held on February 15th was 

great fun.  Residents and family 

members enjoyed the wonderful 

treats that our Dietary Staff pro-

vide.  I received many comments 

from families on how pleased 

they were with the event and how 

caring our staff is.  

On February 28th we had our Net-

working Breakfast for Health 

Care Providers within Sullivan 

County and bordering Vermont 

that we interface with.  Peter 

Wright, the new CEO of Valley 

Regional Hospital spoke about 

health care issues that affect resi-

dents of Sullivan County and pro-

vided updates on goals/planning at 

Valley.   

Spring also marks budget season.  

Our County Manager, Jessie Le-

vine will be presenting the County 

Budget to the Commissioners on 

April 7th.  From there, County De-

partment heads will review their 

budgets with the Commissioners 

and Executive Finance Committee 

of the Delegation before the FY15 

budget is approved (usually before 

the beginning of the fiscal year, 

July 1st) 

The implementation of Orders Admini-

stration and progress notes on our elec-

tronic medical record has proceeded very 

well.  The next phase will include com-

pleting resident assessments on the com-

puter also.   

Respectfully, 

Ted J. Purdy,  

Administrator  

Sullivan County Health Care 

From the County Manager, Jessie Levine 
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The Natural Resources Department invites county employees to attend 2 free workshops at the County 

Complex in Unity: 

Apple Tree Pruning Demonstration: An apple tree pruning demonstration will 

take place on Saturday April 19 from 10AM to 12PM at the county orchard be-

hind the Sanders Building.  The local pruning family of Stan McCumber, Jenny 

Wright and Vanessa Keith will demonstrate how to 

rejuvenate old and/or neglected apple trees through 

pruning.  There will also be a demonstration of how 

to care for young fruit trees (apples and pears), in-

cluding pruning, training and protecting from the in-

sects and rodents that attack young trees.  We will meet at 10am in the Ahern 

Building parking lot and then walk up to the orchard. The ground will be wet – 

please wear appropriate shoes. 

 

May Birding Walks: Experienced birder Stan McCumber will be leading 3 morning birding 

walks in and around the County Farm.  The 2-hour walks will take place from 7-9 am on the 

first 3 Saturdays in May: May 3rd, May 10th, and May 17th.   Many bird species will be seen 

and heard, including grassland specialists like Bobolinks and Eastern Bluebirds.  

The walks will leave from the Ahern Building parking lot at 7 am sharp –  please 

wear sturdy shoes and outdoor clothing.  

There is no cost for either event, but you must register in advance.  Please call or email Natu-

ral Resources Director Lionel Chute: 542-4891 (or simply ext 326 if calling from an inside 

phone line), or lchute@sullivancountynh.gov.  

Unity on Saturday, May 3th. A link to the 

Plant Sale catalog and order form are on 

the front page of the Sullivan County web-

site (www.sullivancounty.gov). Paper cop-

ies of the order form are also available 

from Sam at Human Resources (in the 

Stearns Building). Completed orders can be 

brought to Lionel at Natural Resources (in 

the Sanders Building), 

or mailed to 95 County 

Farm Rd., Unity, NH 

03743. For more infor-

mation, call or email 

Lionel Chute at 542-

4891, or 

lchute@sullivancountynh.gov.  

The 2014 Plant Sale of the Sullivan County 

Conservation District is underway. A variety 

of hardy plants are available at good prices, 

including fruits (apples, pears, blueberries, 

strawberries, raspberries, and peaches), per-

ennial vegetables, (asparagus and horserad-

ish), hardwood and softwood trees, and wild-

life plants. New items this year include 

Northern White Cedar, Silver Maple, Ameri-

can Mountain Ash, northern-grown Red 

Bud, American Hazelnut, Beach Plum, 2 va-

rieties of pears, Concord Grape vines, and 

several tools for backyard composting and 

water collection. 

Orders are being taken until Friday, April 4th 

and plant pick up will be in front of the 

Ahern Building at the County Complex in 

Sullivan County Conservation District 2014 Plant Sale  

From the Department of Natural Resources  
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April 6 – 12th is National Volunteer Week!  We would like to take the time to recognize and THANK all of 

our wonderful MRC Volunteers who have helped the region to stay healthy and safe.  We are especially proud 

of our members from the Colby Sawyer College MRC Club which was started this year by our Intern and 

Graduate of Colby Sawyer College, Kaho Onomichi.   Kaho’s effort to host the Walk New London Diabetes 

Project this past November has earned our MRC Unit a spotlight in the National Newsletter called IN 

TOUCH, which is published by the US Office of the Surgeon General!  In addition, Kaho will present about 

her project at the National Preparedness Emergency Response and Recovery Consortium in Orlando, FL this 

April.  Way to go!   

We would also like to thank Chris Smith, our Coordinator, for his work developing training programs for 

both the Greater Sullivan County MRC Unit and the Upper Valley MRC Unit!   

If you would like more information about becoming a part of our amazing Medical Reserve Corps, give Jes-

sica a call at 603-398-2222 or email: mrc@sullivancountynh.gov.  We are also on Twitter:  @GSCMRC, and 

on Facebook! @GSCPHN.   Below is the article that was featured in IN TOUCH: 

News from your Greater Sullivan County Public Health Network and 
Medical Reserve Corps!  
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To pledge to the United Way of Sullivan County through payroll deductions, please 

complete the form below and return to Sherrie Curtis, Human Services Coordinator. 

  

Please remember that even if you are already participating, you must complete a new 

form each year! 



April – National County Government.  Visit the County’s website Calendar page for program and event 

details:  www.sullivancountynh.gov  

Apr 4th, Fri. 10 AM – New Hampshire Association of Counties (NHAC) Executive Committee.  Loca-

tion:  Concord, Primex Building 

Apr 4th, Fri. Conservation District Plant Sale Order Deadline.  View order form at the County’s website or 

contact Lionel Chute Ext. 542-4891 

Apr 7th, Mon. 9 AM  - Commissioners' Regular Business Meeting.  Location:  Newport, 14 Main Street, 

Commissioners Conference Room 

Apr 7th, Mon. 12 Noon – Sullivan County Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee.  Location:  Newport, 

County Complex, Commissioners Conf. Rm. 

Apr 7th, Mon. 12 Noon – Conservation District Meeting.  Location:  Unity, County Complex, Ahern Build-

ing 

Apr 9th, Wed. 9AM – 6 PM.  Mobile Vet Center.  Location:  Claremont, NH - American Legion 

Apr 10th, Thu 8 AM – 10 AM.  Mental Health First Response Training.  Newport NH, Sugar River Bank 

Community Room.  Visit www.preventionworksnh.org for event details 

Apr. 19th, Sat. 10 AM – 12 PM.  Natural Resources Tree Pruning Demonstration.  Location:  Unity, NH – 

County Complex 

Apr 21st, Mon. 3 PM - Commissioners' Meeting.  Location:  Unity, County Complex, Sullivan County 

Health Care, Frank Smith Living Room 

Apr 21st, Mon. 4:30 PM – Biomass Ribbon Cutting.  Location:  Unity, County Complex: Ahern Building – 

Upper Parking Lot 

Apr 26th, Sat. Prescription Drug Take-Back Day.  Visit www.dea.gov for a drop off location near you. 

Apr 28th, Mon. 9AM – 3PM, County Job Fair & Volunteer Recruitment Day.  Location:  Newport, County 

Complex, 14 Main Street, 3rd Floor Probate Court Room 

Apr 29th, Tue. Communities United Regional Conference on Prescription Drug & Heroin Use.  Location:  

Claremont, Common Man Restaurant 

May 26th, Monday Newport County-State Complex Closed 

May 5th, Mon. 3 PM  - Commissioners' Meeting.  Location:  Newport, 

County Complex, 14 Main Street, Commissioners Conference Room 

May 19th, Mon. 3 PM - Commissioners' Meeting.  Location:  Unity, 

County Complex, Sullivan County Health Care, Frank Smith Living 

Room 

Jun 2nd, Mon. 3 PM  - Commissioners' Meeting.  Location:  Newport, 

County Complex, 14 Main Street, Commissioners Conference Room 

Jun 16th, Mon. 3 PM - Commissioners' Meeting.  Location:  Unity, 

County Complex, Sullivan County Health Care, Frank Smith Living 

Room 

Commissioners Calendar of Events 
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